[Assessment of the quality of life of cancer patients. The preliminary applications to advanced bronchial cancers].
So far there is no good evidence that chemotherapy improves survival in non small cell lung cancer. Reports of randomized trials testing chemotherapy versus supportive treatment alone are very few. In recent years, more and more emphasis has been put on the quality of life for cancer patients. Subjective tests such as Anamnestic comparative self Assessment (A.C.S.A. test, Dr. Bernheim) were designed as well as objective ones, using different types of self evaluation. However very few studies have been focused on this aspect in patients with non small cell lung cancer. Therefore the G.E.T.C.B. (Groupe d'Etude et de Traitement des Cancers Bronchiques) decided to initiate a cooperative randomized trial (02 CB 84) in metastatic epidermoid and large cell bronchus carcinoma, in order to test the potential benefit from chemotherapy in these tumors and how it affects the quality of live. In this trial, C.O.P.A.C. combination (Cyclophosphamide, Vincristine, Cis-Platinum, Adriamycin and CCNU) is randomized versus no chemotherapy. The quality of life is assessed monthly on the one hand by a modified A.C.S.A. test performed by a physician and on the other hand by a question list given to the patient. This question list attempts to evaluate the impact of disease as a reference point. Finally protocol 02 CB 84 (activated in 05/84) may give information about the effect of chemotherapy on both survival and quality of life.